
Dear Gendra, 

 

Well, you asked for it.  Here is a short synopsis of my life up to now.  I was born on 

August 16th 1935 in Marienburg, West Prussia, Germany.  In 1944 when the German 

troops receded and the Russian troops came in, we were told that this is no longer 

Germany and were advised to leave immediately.  So we did and made it to West 

Germany, where I finished my 8 years of Grade School and then served 3 years as an 

apprentice tailor.  After a year as a tailor journeyman I was ready for a change.  So I 

became a State Trooper for the State North Rhine Westphalia for 4 years.  Then I found 

out that refugees that wanted to immigrate to the United should contact the World 

Council of Churches.   This sounded like a great idea to me.  So I did contact them and 

they found a Sponsor for me.  The Methodist Church in Canton, Upstate New York 

thought it might be nice to have a tailor in town, so they sponsored me.  I arrived in 

Canton on March the 8th 1957 where I opened a little tailor shop.  I did quite well, but 

then Uncle Sam had a better idea.  Thus I was drafted and was told to report to the Army 

Induction Center in Syracuse, New York.  I did report there but decided rather than go 

into the Army for 2 years I could enlist in the Air Force for 4 years.  While in the Air 

Force I realized that if I was going to pursue the American Dream, I had to get a better 

education.  I took the High School GED tests and was awarded a High School Equivalent 

Diploma form the State of New York.  Next I took the College GED test and a couple 

more tests and was rewarded with 30 college credits.  I started to take college evening 

courses and when my enlistment was up I had picked up another 47 credits.  I married my 

lovely wife on April the 8th 1961 (An Air Force roommate had introduced her to me 

through his fiancée). Sadly, my beautiful wife passed away on December 2nd 2017 after 

56 years of marriage.  We had 2 sons; the oldest, Harry Jr., was born in May 1962.  He 

and his wife Margie live in Jacksonville.  They have one Daughter, Delaney, who just 

finished her junior year at UCF.  Our youngest son, Norman, was born in September 

1964.  He died in 2002 from an aneurysm in his brain.  On July 14th 1961 I became an US 

Citizen (this was one of the proudest days in my life).  My enlistment was up in June 

1962.  Carolyn (my wife) was still in Nurses training in Dayton, Ohio where fortunately I 

was stationed my last year in the Air Force.  When I got out of the Air Force in June of 

1962, I got a job and continued going to night school.  I received my Bachelor’s Degree 

in 1966 from Central University in Xenia, Ohio. I accepted a position then with Ford 

Motor Company in Cincinnati, Ohio as a Quality Control Analyst.  I continued to go to 

Night School and in 1969 I received a Master’s Degree from Xavier University in 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  I wonder if I am the only tailor in the world with a Master’s Degree.  

My tailoring background and my education served me well in the Corporate World.  I got 
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the entrepreneurial itch and started a couple clothing companies but decided to sell them.  

The last 18 years, before my retirement, I worked for Holloway Sportswear, Inc as Senior 

VP.  My area of responsibility was:  Purchasing, Engineering, Production, Quality 

Control, Merchandizing, Distribution and Sourcing.  When I started with this company, 

they had 2 factories.  I sat up 5 more factories from scratch for them employing around 

300 people each.  We were strictly domestic but then our competitors starting importing 

and we were no longer competitive.  So we had to do the same.  One by one I had to 

close the factories that I opened, which broke my heart. Then I started to import from 

countries like China, Taiwan, Philippines, Sri Lanka. Bangladesh, Mongolia, South 

Korea, the Isle of Yap, Myanmar, Dubai, Jordan, Qatar, Israel.  I enjoyed these travels 

and had over 3 million miles with Delta alone.  The one thing I brought back from all 

these countries I visited or did business with was how lucky we are to live in the United 

States.  I retired in October 2002 and Carolyn in May 2003 and that is when we moved to 

Palm Coast.  God Bless America!  Well, now you know all about me. 

 

Sincerely, 

Hans                                      

       


